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Rear-Admiral Fiske Refers to De¬
ficiency in Aircraft, Submarines

and Trained Men.

BEFORE HOUSE COMMITTEE

Expresses View as to Possibility
of Foreign Craft Dropping
Bombs on American Cities.

WASHINGTON, lJ#cemticr 15..Klve
yours would he required to put tho
United States Navy in tho highest state
of efficiency to met a hostile fleet, ac¬

cording to a statement to-day by Itear-
Admlral Klske, before the House Naval
Committee. Tho admiral, who Is chief
of the Hureau i>f operations. member
of tho general hoard, and a former
president of the naval Institute, said
the navy was deficient in aircraft,
mines, scout cruisers, torpedo-boat de¬
stroyers, submarines and In number
of trained odleers :tnd nu n, and had no
mine sweepers.
Members of tho committee were par¬

ticularly Intei.Kt.d in Admiral Klsk's
view as to the possibility of foreign
aircraft dropping bombs on American
. itles. 11.- expressed the opinion that
an attack inn fleet might i>eKi:i sending
Its airships on bomb-dropping trips
over Now York from a range of 5»Mi or
.!00 miles off the coast.
One foreign navy, which was not

named, the admiral .-mid, was more ef¬
ficient than the American 1 in gun¬
nery. 'I his. lie declared. however, was
so only because tiie Ainoricusi marks¬
men has not been given adequate op¬
portunity for practice it, speaking of
the "highest state of efficiency." the
officer explained that he had lit mind
the state of a certain unnamed power,
whose officers and men have inbred t>1 ..

spirit of a military nation
sr:vi:ii.\i, nici-i:tti:x< i:s

TO M'.ItMVX It A 111
The German raid on the Hritish coast

\\aa referred to several times, and the
admiral suggested that if tin- l'.ritish
had had live «>r six fast submarines in
tho vicinity of the attacked ports, the
possibility of the bombardment woubl
have been reduced. lie said that if the
' terman cruii .-rs passed through Kng-
llsh ml tics tin ex pin nal ion might be
that, by the wonderful system 'if spies
Germany has. it may h«\.- found out
Just \vh«-r" those mivos were located.**

lie added, though, that possibly the
German cruisers carried mine sweepers.

The officer said no enemy could at¬
tack Ihe Panama Canal so long as the
American navy controlled the sea.
With the lh*et defeated, however, In-
thought titer** would lie no security for
this, "the most vulnerable port of our
possessions.''

"Couldn't you-mine there, as well as
anywhere else and protect the mouth
of the Panama CnnalV" he was asked

"Yes."
"Gould you prevent a hostile Meet

from coming into the caunl with the
defenses theoe now?"

"I should say not."
The fortlflcaiionsalone.be explainedwould not be sulhMent. "b..¦< a use a hos¬

tile licet cotibi land men a few miles
a w ay."

I.'nder furthei qioationing. the ad¬
miral said the Kuropean war would
bring changes that no one could
prophesy, and that among the possi¬
bilities wa i an agreement between some
of the foreign nations to "let one an¬
other aione" on certain conditions,
which might involve the integrity of
I lie Canal Zone.

Itepresentative Gardner. of Massa¬
chusetts, will h<- the final witness in
the naval hearings to-morrow.

SOUTH IS PLANTING WHEAT
I re inend <i ii» Incrciixc In \ereiigr Miomh

In (iurrrnmrul Kotlmate.
WASHINGTON. Decemiier 17..-Tre¬

mendous Increases in the acreage de¬
voted to the planting of wlnt«*r wheat
in the South were shown to-day in
the Department of Agriculture's esti¬
mate of the total area sown in the
1'nited States. That amounts to 41,-
:'63,000 acres, an Increase of 4,135,000
acres over the area sown last fall,
and on which the record crop of .SI,-
£90,000 bushels of winter wheat was
harvested this year.
The crop of winter wheat on De¬

cember ] was SR.3 per cent of a normal,
almost 1) per cent lower than It was
last year at this time, and 2 per cent
below the ten-year average on De-
^ \-mber 1.
South Carolina's acreage was in¬

creased 200 per cent compared with
ihe l& 13 planting; North Carolina. 75
;.er cent; Virginia. GO per c.nt. and
Tennessee, 20 per cent.

'n the great wheat-growing States
tiie increase in acreage range from 5
to 15 p»r cor.t, except in th* greatest
of winter wheat States, Kansas, where,
fl 'J per rent clccro.is«? in .icrcnyc is
shown.

SCHOONERS BLOWN ASHORE
One In Wrrrk< lint Other I»

Flontrd l»y Own Crew.
MOHIL.K. AT<A.a December 17..Two

schooners were blown asliorc t>ti
t'haneller Island, fifty-live miles west
of Mobile War, on Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning, according to news
received here to-day. The American
schooner Madeleine, from Havana to
i.ulfpojt, a three-master of 4t>:> tons,
is a complete wreck. Her captain
readied Mobile to-day, the crew hav¬ing been rescued by a fishing boat.
The 1'nited States revenue cutter Wi¬
nona left port to-day to guard the
wreckage. The four-masted schooner
Blanche C. Pendleton, 1,2(53 tons reg¬
ister. Philadelphia and New Orleans,
was lloated by her own crew after
a day on the beach. She is expected
to reach this port Friday for repairs.

HEARINGS END*FOR PRESENT
Investigation of Chnrne* .\KniuM the
Southern to lie ilcsiimeri in .liinunry.
\VASHINC.iTOX, December 17.. The

Senate committee investigating chargesthat the Southern Kailway had "bottled
up" tho Southwestern Virginia, Ten¬
nessee and Kentucky coal field in the
interest of the "coal trust," to-day
adjourned until January fi.
Upon resuming bearings, Mark Pot-

tor, president of the Clinchfleld Hail-
way. will be allowed to cross-examine

, Frank C. Wright, of Bristol, Tenn., who
has been on the witness stand several
days.
"The Clinchfleld lias been lugged into

these hearlngn by reflections 011 Its
Integrity and ownership, and I want an
npportunity to sot tho record right,"
^tr. Potior told tho committee.

NUMBER UF KILLED
INCREASED 10143|

:Casualty List as Result of Ger¬
man Naval Raid Grows

With Rapidity.

MORE THAN 500 WOUNDED;
British Coast Patrol Ships En-!

gaged Enemy During
Bombardment.

(Special Cuble to The TIrnes-lMspatch.]
l/)NI)O.V, December 17..The casual¬

ty list ax a rcmilt of the German naval
ralil on the east coast of England early
yesterday morning. In which four
towns were shelled, many lives lost
and many of the Inhabitants severely
wounded, is growing with startling
rapidity.
Figures to-night show that 143 per¬

sons wcrt If filed, of whom only a small
percentage were combatants, and 537
have been reported wounded.
Simultaneously with "the receipt of

the report of casualties from West
Hartlepool, where the official list in
Hartlepool and West Hartlepool has
reached the llRure of seventy-nine
killed and 320 wounded, there came the
tirst definite news that the German
shlpH had neen engaged by 'he British
coast patrol ships while carrying on
the bombardment.
The admiralty announced to-night,

through the official press bureau, that
the lixht cruiser J'atrol ami t)ie tor¬
pedo-destroyer Doun were among the
British warships that attacked t!ie Ger-
man raiders. They were heavily en-
^aged. and came off with some casual¬
ties. Aboard the I'atrol four were
killed and four wounded, while on the
I>oon one was killed and elevenw'uu nded.

I'nofTlcIal reports are that the Ger-
man ships did not escape without suf¬
fering severe damage. Several are re¬
ported to have been struck.
i:\rii.isn ships attempi"

TO IX Kl.lt"!' D A >1 \ UK
Members of the crew of the de¬

stroyed 1 loon related how the two
ships, with others whose Identity could
not be made out In the mist,struck at the Germans despite their
superior strength, both in weight of
nuns arid ships, and did their he«t to
iriilict damage. Gunners reported that
several of their shots were good hits.
Finally the Jlre of the German heavy
uiins became so terrific that the light
cruisers were forced to run for it.
The liKht cruiser Patrol was laid

down In 1003. She is 37o feet lung
and 3S.7 feet beam, with a draft of
H.U feet. Her displacement Is 2,11 10
tons, her speed i:r> knots. Her armor
Is '2,'t Inches thick on the slopes and
.0 Inches on the flat. She carries nine
four-Inch (-5»J calibre) guns, eight
three-pounders and two el^hteen-lnch
torpedo tubes above water. Her com-p'JemWt" Is 26b men,
The torpedo-dfestroyer Doon was laid

down In 1905 She is 220 feet long.
twenty-three feet on the beam and
draws eight feet. Her displacement
is 4f. tons, and her speed 116.S knots.
Llkf all the destroyers of the "K" class,
she carries four three-Inch guns and
two eighteen-inch torpedo tubes above
the water line. Her complement is
seventy men.
Three ships have already been sunk

by the mines, and to-day the British
admiralty closed to traffic the waters
between Flamborough Head and New¬
castle.
While the wounded were beinpr land¬

ed from the British destroyers which
attacked the Germans at sea, the of¬
ficial inquiries Into the deaths that
had occurred ashore were Instituted.
The inquest at "Hartlepool was start-

..d to-day. and it was officially an-
null need that the inquiry into the
deaths at Scarborough would open to-
morrow. That at Whitby is also ex¬
pected to start to-morrow

!\<M 1>T t\ I'notillESS
AT II \HTl.l'.l'Olll.

1 r AI ITIjEPOOI... December 17 »v!a'
London, 11:05 I*. M.)..An iniinost be-
gan here to-day over the bodies of
seventy-nine victims of the German
bombardment, killed in Hartlepool and
West Hartlepool.

In opening the court, the coroner said '
that never before in English history
had an Inquest been held under similar
circumstances, and that he. hoped the
occasion would never occur again.
The testimony brought to light some

pathetic cases. An old woman was
picking up coal dropped from cars on
the railway embankment when she
was killed by a shell. An old man and
his two daughters were starting break¬
fast in the kitchen when a shell killed
all three.
A young woman went to the house

of her aged mother. Intending to con¬
duct her to a place of safety. Enter¬
ing the passageway, she stumbled
across her mother's body. A shell had
pierced the roof and killed her. An
elderly man, who thought the gun-
flring was that of British ships at
practice, sat down unconcernedly to
breakfast. A shell carried away the
corner of his house, killing his two
grandchildren.
The verdict rendered by the coroner's

jury was that the deaths of the
seventy-nine persons were due to bom¬
bardment of the twin boroughs "by an
enemy, who under the cover of a dense
fog, fired shot and shell Into the towns,killing many unarmed civilians."

Sril.llCCTKD TO ATTAC K
I NDKIt Ill l.KS OF \VAH

MOW YORK. December 17..That
Hartlepool. Scarborough anil Whitby,
the three English towns bombarded by
German warships yesterday, are de¬
fended places, and, therefore, subjectedto attack under the rules of war. "is
the substance of a statement Issued
hero to-night by Captain Kranz von
1'apen, military attache of the Ger¬
man embassy at Washington. The
statement follows:

"In reference to yesterday's bom¬
bardment of three English coast towns,
Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whitby,
by the German fleet, attention Is re¬
spectfully called to article l of The
Hague, convention of October 18, 1907,
which says:

" 'The bombardment by naval forces
of undefended ports, towns, villages,
dwellings or buildings is forbidden.'

"In concurrence with the report of
the English official press bureau, the
fact Is established that Hartlepool Is
fortified, while Scarborough and Whit¬
by are defended, like all other British
coast places, either by regular troops,
coast guns or volunteers.
"Permit me to state In addition that

the bombardment of all Belgian coast
places, as Ostend, Nieuport, Zeobruggc,
..to., by the British-French navy did
not take place because these places

Continued on Second Pago.)

RUSSIANS RETIRE ON WHOLE FRONT;
THREATENED ON BOTH FLANKS

-jQ Viev/ aft72&J?jp&s <5r*Dz&ricZ^ C2f(^<=:.x.7^Zxzin<X£^J^
Fashionable Kn^lish watering resort on the Kn^Iish coast. !20U miles from London and dire<'tly opposite Kiel, the (icrnian naval base, which hasbeen shelled by a German fleet, making a sudden dash across the North Sea.

IN ENGLISH GMST TOWNS
Will Not lie 1/oug Before All Mnrks

of Gunfire Are Re¬
moved.

XO INCITEMENT IX 15RITA IX

One Effect of Bombardment Is Hooin
in Recruiting, Which, If Is Pre¬
dicted, Will Be Worth Two Corps
to Kitchener's Army.
LONDON, December IT I*. M.j..

Residents of the towns of Scarborough,
the Hartlepools and Whitby, which
yesterdny were bombarded by (ierman
cruisers, resumed their ordinary oecu-
pations to-dav. The only departure
from the regular routine was the ar¬
rival of crowds of camera-bearing
tourists, the return of those who had
tied, and busy, mechanics at work re-
pairing damage done b\ the shells.
The Mayor of Scarborough placarded

the walls with posters, advising the!
people to keep cool, hut this linrdly
was necessary, for. beyond grief for
the loss of friends and neighbors and
the little pride displayed at the atten-
tion they attracted, citizens went about
their business in a natural way. It
will not be long before all marks of
the iruufire will be removed. "jThe attitude of the people of Rug-land is much the same as that of the
bombarded towns. There is no excite¬
ment. and the only effect of the bom-
bs^rdment is the demand that natural-
ized Germans and those who have not jbeen naturalized shall be excluded jfrom areas open to a sea attack, and a
slight boom in recruiting, which had ,
been slackening at the approach of
Christmas. 1

WOltTIf TWO COItl'S
TO KITCIIK.N'KH'S AIOIY

The Right Hon. Thomas J. Mac- jNamara. parliamentary secretary to the
admiralty, said the German raid was
worth tv/o army corps to Kitchener's
army. .

it is believed that tho German squad-
roa included at leant four battle !
cruisers of the super-Dreadnought class
arid two armored cruisers. The shell-
Ing of the Hartlepools and Scar-
borough was simultaneous, but Whitby
was visited after the warships had
left the other towns. An inquest was jbegun to-day into the deaths of the '
seventy-seven persons killed in the.
Hartlepools, ond to-morrow a similar!
Inquiry will begin touching the deaths
of tiie seventeen Scarborough victims, jThere has been some naval activity
on tHe part of the allies in other parts
of the world. British ships have been
bombarding the Germans along the
Flanders coast, and the Turks in the
Gulf of Snros. while the Russian Black
Sea fleet lias sunk a German steamer
ami an unidentified vessel, supposed to !
be a Turkish warship.

Austria, it is reported, lias lost the jtraining ship Beethoven, which, if it jwas being usmI for training purposes, jwould, have at least 200-cadets aboard,

NO AGRICULTURAL CENSUS
House Votr* to Repeal I.aw Providing

for It, I'nsHCd in IIKHI.

WASHINGTON. December 17..The!
House to-day voted to repeal the law
passed in 1 H0f> providing for a Ova-year
agricultural census, and struck from
the legislative, executive and Judicial
appropriation hill the $2,1:86.000 asked
for to conduct it. Chairman Fitzgerald,
of the Appropriations Committee, and
Republican Deader Mann led the tight
for repeal, declaring the census could
well be dispensed with in the interests I
of economy.
The repeal section was introduced as j

an amendment to the appropriation
bill, it passed. 72 to iiP.
Chairman Fitzgerald told the House

that statistics already compiled by the
Department of Agriculture were as
complete and more useful than any that
could be gathered through an agri¬
cultural census. The Republicans voted
solidly for repeal.

AUTO BANDIT KILLED
IN DUEL WITH POLICE

j Shot t4> Death After Sensational
Three Hptn-s of Crime In

Cincinnati.

GKTS -SI3,100 FROM TWO BANKS

Officers Relieve That Prank G. Hohl,
in His Wild Drives, Passed Money
Alonjt to Confederates.Search for
Woman Accomplice.
CINCINNATI, December 17..Frank

G. Hohl. a notorious automobile bandit,
was shot to death by policemen here
to-day, after a sensational three hours
(of crime, which included daylight rob¬
beries of two Cincinnati banks, theft
of an automobile, and a pistol duel
with the police, resulting In wounds
to one oflicer that are expected to prowfatal.
Thirteen thousand and one hundreddollars are missing as the result of the

bank robberies. The police believe thatHohl. .in his wild automobile drives,managed to pass the money along to
confederates.
Shortly after 10 o'clock this morningHohl entered the West Ktid branch of

the Provident Sa\>ngs Hank and TrustCompany, at Hlghth and Freeman Av¬
enue. tired two shots at Cashier Kd-ward Hughes, scooped up $S,000 in cur¬
rency and backed through the door.Jumping into a waiting automobile,which had been stolen, ho quickly dis¬
appeared. Cashier Hughes tired afterhim. but the shots did not take effect.
More than an hour later the bandit

entered the Liberty Banking and Sav¬ings Company Hank, at Liberty andFreeman Avenue, ten blocks away, tired
two shots at Cashier George Winters,took jr., 100 in currency, ran to bis auto¬
mobile and again disappeared. Theshots were so close to Winters thathe was powdor burned, but ho was un¬injured.
1IIUSHICS PAST OFFICKHS,

Flit IXG AS HIS llt.'NS
Almost two hours after the second

robbery, Harry Huckshorn, whose
mother conducts an apartment house on
West Ninth Street, told the police that
a man answering to the description of
the bandit had rented a room there
yesterday. Three policemen called atthe room. When they knocked, the
door suddenly was thrown open, andHohl brushed past the officers, tiring
as he ran. Policeman Kdward Knoul
was probably fatally wounded.
Hohl again ran to his automobile,which was standing at a near-by

corner, and bade fair to aKain make
good his escape, hi rounding a corner,however, the machine crashed Into a
telegraph pole ami was wrecked. The
bandit jumped out and opened lire on
the two officers, who had pursued him.In the battle that followed Hohl fell
with four bullet wounds in his body.He died shortly afterward at a hos¬
pital.
Hohl was well known to the police,who claim he shot up an Altoona, Pa-bank on March 3. was arrested, and

while being conveyed to the Pittsburghjail, threw a cup of coffee In his
guard's face and escaped. He was
again captured, but subsequently es¬
caped from the Hollldayshurg, Pa., Jail.He was wanted, authorities declare, for
a diamond robbery in Kansas City, Mo.,
a year ago, where he bad assumed the
name of Howe. The police say Ilohl
usually had a woman confederate, and
search Is being made for her.

STEEL HEADS CONFER
Question of Wnge Schedule for Com¬

ing Year to lie Ilcclded.
N KW YOKK, December 17..-The

presidents of the lending subsidiaries
of the United States Steel Corporation
began a two-days session here to-day.
Klbett H. Gray and other prominent
officials of the parent company wero
present. No details of the proceedings
were made public, but It was un¬
officially stated that more encourage¬
ment was felt over trade prospects.

ANOTHER EFFORT TO SAVE
, LIFE DF LEO M. FHANK

...

| Attorneys Vile "W'tJU- Clerk of Uv 8.
District Court Petition for Writ

of Habeas Corpus.
ASKS llKLKAHK FROM Cl/STODY

Allege That Prisoner Dirt Not Have
i Fair anrt Impartial Trial, antl That

Constitutional Rights Were Vio¬
lated.

ATLANTA. OA.. December 17..At-

j torneys for Leo M. Frank, under son-
tence to die on .January J'J for the
murder here in April, 1913, of Mary

| Phagan. late to-day filed with the clerk
| of the I'nited States District Court a

petition for a writ of habeas corpus,
asking the release of Frank from cua-

I tody.
The petition alleges that p'rank's

constitutional rights were violated, and
that he was convicted without due pro¬
cess of law, in that he was not presenti in court when the verdict of guilty
was returned. It was further alleged
that Frank did not have a fair and
impartial trial, and that the State
courts, hy the alleged denial of his! constitutional rights, lost Jurisdiction
in his case prior to the rendering of
the verdict and the passing of sentence.
Frank's attorneys appeared before

Federal Judge AV. T. Newman to pre-
sent the petition. Hecause Solicltor-
General Hugh M. Dorsey was unable to
be present. Judge Newman would takei no action on the matter, but said he
would hear the petition next Satur¬
day morning.
Frank's attorneys claim that if Judge

Newman should deny the writ, Frank
could appeal to tlie United States Su¬
preme Court, and that the State would
have similar recourse If the writ were
granted. The petition recites that a
"boisterous crowd" surrounded the
courtroom during Frank's trial, and
that whenever the State scored a point,
the crowd outside "cheered and shout-! ed, while those In the courtroom ap-I plauded in a manner audible both to'the court and the jury."I "The excitement within and without

'the courtroom August 1913," the
| petition adds, "was so apparent as to
cause apprehension in the mind of the
coiir: as to whether tlie trial could be
safely continued that day, and before

¦ deciding upon an adjournment the pre-! siding Judge. I.. S. ltoan, while upon
ih- bench and in the presence of the
jury, conferred with the chief of police
of Atlanta and the colonel of the Fifth
Georgia Regiment.
On the last day of the trial, the

petition charges, the trial judges con¬
ferred with two of Frank's lawyers,
and referred to the probable danger
of violence that Frank and his at¬
torneys would Incur if they were pres¬
ent when a verdict was rendered,
should it be for acquittal or a dis¬
agreement.
"The judge then requested Frank's

counsel to agree that Frank need not
be present when the verdict was ren-
dered and tin- Jury polled," the petl-
tioti i ecites.

It is claimed that Frank knew noth-
Ing of this agreement: that lie did
not consent to being absent, and did
not waive his right to be present when
the verdict was announced. During
the polling of the Jury, the petition
alleges, the demonstrations by the
crowd within and without the court-
room were so loud that the responses
of the Jurors were heard with dlf-
flculty ten feet away.

DANIELS TO vTsiT HAWAII
Will Inspect (Jrrnt \nval Station nod

Dry llock at I'enrl llnrlior.

WASHINGTON, December 17..Seere-jtary Daniels, of the navy, expects tovisit the Hawaiian Islands in March
or April next year, following his visit
to the Panama-Pacific (Exposition. lie
will Inspect the great naval station and
dry dock at Pearl Harbor, and prob-

| ably will make the trip on a warship.

GERMAN SAILORS CHEER
! AS WATERS COVER THEM
; ; ;
| Crew on Von Speota -FJrodiip Pre¬

serves Formation, as Doomed
Vessel <3oes Down. V'1'

Al.L REFUSE TO SURRENDER

Kaiser's Cruisers, Sunk OIT Falkland
Islands on December 8, Taken Un¬
awares by Hritisli at Time When
Neither Side Expects Encounter.

Bl'KNOS AIRI3S, December 17..The
German cruisers siink oft the Falk-
land Islands on December S, apparently
were taken unawares by the British at
a time when neither side was expect-
Ing an encounter. First detailed ac-
counts of the battle, which reached
here to-day from Puerto fiallegos,
Patagonia. say the Germans were on
their way to seize tho Falkland
Islands, British possessions, when they
came unexpectedly upon a lone British
warship. Other members of the Prit-
isli licet, which were taking on sup-

j piles from tho islands, quickly closed
in. and the fate of Admiral i-on Spee's
squadron soon was sealed.
The story of the battle was told by

passengers on the British steamer
Orissa, which arrived at I'unta Arenas
from Callao, Chile. They say that, the
Germans fought bravely to the end.
even the colliers refusing to surrender.
Losses of the British were placed at
eight men.

It was a formidable British squadron
which faced the Germans. Included In
It were the battleship Canopus, the bat-
tie cruisers Invincible and Indexible
and the cruisers Kent, Cornwall, Car-
narvon, Bristol and Glasgow. Tlie Ger-
man squadron consisted of the five
cruisers Schnrnhorst, Gnelsenau, Leip-' z\k. Nurnberg and Dresden.
The British squadron arrived at Port

Stanley. Falkland Islands, on December
10 to take on supplies. The next morn-
ing the Canopus, guarding the entrance
to the port, sighted a hostile warship.Four others quickly came Into view,
and were recognized as the squadron
of Admiral von Spee. The German
warships hnd left the Chilean Islands
of Juan Fernandez on November 15 to
take possession of the Falkland Islands
and destroy the wireless station.
OTIir.lt WAKSHIPS Itt'SlI

TO AID OK CA\'01TS
Only the Canopus was visible at first

to tlie Germans, and they steamed
straight at her. The Canopus openedlire, and the other British warshipsrushed to her assistance.
IThe Scharnhorst, Gnelsenau and Leip¬zig formed in battle line, and lite
Nurnberg and Dresden dropped back.
The British concentrated their firej on the Scliarnhorst, Admiral von Spee'f.flagship. When it became evident that

she was doomed, her crew assembled
on the forward deck. The Scharnhorst
refused to surrender, and, after an
hour's righting, plunged beneath the
waves. The crew preserved Us forma-
tion as the ship went down, and cheered
as the waters closed ahout them.
The Glasgow engaged the Leipzigland sank her. The Gnelsenau went

down eighty miles from Port Stanley.The Nurnberg attempted to escape, but
after a pursuit of two hours was sunk.
The Carnarvon pursued the Dresden,but was not swift enough to overhaul
her.

j After the battle, the British picked
up 194 Germans, including a few of-
fleers. Of these. 100 were from the
crews of th|* two German colliers. An
opportunity to surrender was ofTeredj tho colliers, but It was refused, and
they were sunk.
The cruiser Cornwall was damagedslightly below the water line. None of

i the other British warships was dam-
aged.

j On December 10 funeral services
worn held by tho squadron for the
eight British sailors killed.

I The British admiralty report of thej battle stated that only seven men of
the British squadron lost their lives.

)

Another Big Battle Soon
May Be in Progress

in Poland.

WILL HAVE IMPORTANT
BEARING ON NEXT STEP

Likely to Decide Whether Ger-
mans Are to Get to Warsaw or

Muscovites Invade Germany.
NO MARKED GAINS IN WEST

Apparent Allies Still on Offensive
From Coast to Ijibassee and

at Other Points.

Victory Over Russians
Claimed by Germans

nCHliIN In orlelirntlnK news from
D Poland of irhat Im tprmnl "one
of the greatest victories In history."
Ilcrlin hmdqunrtrm nnnouncM thnt
the Russians hnrt hwn clcnrly
beaten, nnd that the Ilnsslnn offen¬
sive agalunt Silesia and I'onen linn
been broken. A general retreat of
the Russians In Poland, with the
(iermaiiN In pursnlt, In clnlmed.

In contradiction to thin, the latest
ofllrinl communication In Petrograd
declares that the Russian cavalry
and vanKimril troopM are "chasing
energetically the heatens (Jtrmiinit"

j In the direction of Minna.

Iloth sides claim captures of
prisoners, the (ie.rmans a Inrge num-
ber.

From WnmaTf comes word that
m ijrent battle In In proitreia thirty1 miles wtd^Tfardi Ibijt, the iGtrmo^iWed(c< ban established Itself In a
afrat^jtlr' position* and that des-

| perate lighting to In progreiM, with
reinforcements pouring Into both
Germans and Hosslana.

In UrlKlum and Franco the allies
are carrying on offensive operations,
begun a few days ngo, slowly and
steadily. Progress is noted in the
French ofllclnl statement, and It Is
believed Infantry on the two sides
of the western battle front have
come to grips ut many places, the
number of wounded Indicating the
desperate nature of the struggle.

Further details from the RnglLsh
coast towns bombarded by the (,er-
man Nquadron disclose au Increas¬
ing number of victims. At the two
Hnrtlepools alone the number Is
now olllcinlly announced nt eighty-
two. with 250 wounded. At Scar¬
borough seventeen were killed, nnd
It is thought the full casualty list
has not yet been made out. One
llrltlsli light cruiser and a torpedo-
boat destroyer, which engaged the
lirrmuoN, lost five men killed nnd
a number wounded.

That the (iermnn ships were hit
several times by the English coast
batteries Is announced olllcinlly at
llerlln, but it is asserted that the
damage wns slight.

Austria follows up the German
announcement of a victory lu Po¬
land by the statement thnt the Rus¬
sians are retlrlag along the whole
front In both (iallcla and Polund,
nnd it Is possible this may menn
the withdrawal of the Investing
forces of llussta from l'rr.emysi.

I'-ffJ'Pt has been proclaimed a Brit¬
ish protectorate, nnd l.leutrnant-
Colonel Sir Arthur Henry McMalton
has been api»ointed high commis¬
sioner.

I.ONDON, December 17 (10:50 P.
."The Russians are retiring nlong the
entire front in Galicla and Poland."
This statement, officially issued at

Vienna, Is the outstanding feature of
to-night's news from the battle fronts.
While there is no confirmation from

other sources, such a move on the part
of the Russians would be in line with
the announcements in T'etrograd dis¬
patches. that the Russians, threatened
on both flanks, had decided to take
up new positions, where they could
better meet the Austro-German on¬
slaughts from the Carpathians to th>*
Fast Prussian frontier.
'Should the Austro-German armies, as

on previous occasions, follow the Rus-
slans In Poland, another big battle will
soon be in progress. which nifty de-

j .Mde whether the Germans are to get
to Warsaw or whether the Russiansj are again to threaten an Invasion of
Germany.
The Russian delay in fulfilling e\-

pectations that they would prove a
serious menace to German territory Is
disappointing the peoples of the al¬
lied countries, but military men ex
press the view that it Is better for
Russia to light In her own territory,j where means of communications would
be more on an equality.
APPAHKNT THAT AI,MKS

ST 11,!, o> OKFKN.sn K
The German and French official oo:n-

munlcatlons do not disclose much of
what Is going on In the west, but ItIs apparent that the allies are still
on the offensive from the coast to
Labassec and at other points. While! no marked advances are reported, the"French claim progress, and to have
organized the ground they gained dur¬
ing the preceding days. The Germain,
on the other hand, assert that the
allies' attacks have been repulsed.
From the number of wounded reach¬

ing the hospitals of both the Germans
and the nllles, It Is evident that the
lighting In Flanders to-day was more
sovere than shown In the official state¬
ment)). Correspondents report that the


